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Y-. I'trti l**' J
less than a quarter of a century. t

a.tliiP 'he 'ast fifteen year*.the colored c
American has been raited from the condition j
(j four-footed beasts and creeping things to j
the level of rnfrnnrhi«ed manhood. Within r

this period the slave oligarchy of the land <]
has been overthrown, and the nation itaclf .

emancipated front its barbarous rule. The t
mpronii"*- im'HSUU ^ *n lUkiuuiu^ Hiu ji

fugitive slave l*w, together with the whole a
.. !v of law enacted in tlie interest of slavery, c
then am ptcil a* finalities, and the power of .

leading political parties pledged to their f(
maintenance, have, with those parties, been j,
utterly destroyed. In their stead we have n
o puiitied <'institution, nntl legislation no .

longer construed and enforced to sanction f|
and support inhumanity ami crime, hut to ]j
-..stain and perpetuale, through the ageney a
.1 a victorious.Itepublican organization, the j<
freedom and the rights of us all. I

ji.!. id two nations have lieon born in 11 j*
n.v.toi, in the death of slavery, and through (_
tin hati.'i- indicated, the colored American |a
t.as Veu. -jpoVcn into the new life of liberty ti
and law. while ni vv, other and hotter purI-vs. asp.rations and feelings have pos- n
sessed and nevrd the soul of his fellowc<untiyim n. The moral atmosphere of the n
land tiger that of slavery and hate ; p
a« far r. (lie late slave « ven is concerned, it j,
.s largeiv that of freedom and fraternal appreeiatioii.c,

V » 11i llu slni 'tfl<» untl fsacriiipp nf

[!. people, the matchlcsscourage andendur- c,
i.n< c < ! our soldiery, ncoessarv to the salva- r(
i n <1 the f.ovcrnment and Union, our fiee- ]t
torn. two that reconstruction of sentiment T
;.nd law > -seutial to their support, it is eini- ](
i. ntlv projx r that we all leave our ordinary jt
railing* this day to join in cordial continent- (|
..ration of our enu.n. ipation- the triumph of j
,i inoviuicnt whose comprehensive results c
pr. Ui and bless without discrimination ns
tor .d .t t race. tl

11 -n. Uniauiin F. liutler on the fourth j:
dav < la-1 month iti addressing his fellow J\
. .tun.- .Massachusetts at Frnntingham, n

-i d tic following language, ns J conceive, s
with ] i<i| ricty and 11 nth : pItut .oi'itla r, and it may not he too much tl
t -ny, greater event has arisen within this ;t
eeuerutioii. The rebellion sought to undo j|
all that To had done, to dissolve tho nation y
tie it l orn, and to set aside the declaration, '
' that all men are created equal, with certain r,
inalienable tights, among which are life, p
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.' The n
win that ensued in suppressing this treason- n
able design demanded so much greater effort, ti
so much more terrible sacrifice, and has iin- ji
printed itself upon the people with so much n
-harpness and freshness that we of the pres- J,
cut, and still more they of the coining gen- g(
eration, almost forgetting '7ti, will remember s'
'CI and 'CO; and the wrongs imlicted upon r;
our fathers by King George and liis ministers C|
will he obliterated by the remembrance of c
the proclamntion of emancipation, the assas- (_
slnation of the 1'resident, the restoration of <
the. Union, and the reconstruction of the o
country in one united, and, as we fondly ptrust, never to he dissevered nation." o
The laws of a nation are no more tho in- u

tt.rrs ol its public sentiment uiol its eiviliza- <
tlon than ol its promise of progress toward n
the permanent establishment of freedom and
equal rights. M
The histories of the empires of the past, o

no less than the nations of the present, bear I
testimony to the truthfulness of this senti- s
inent. liecause this is so, her laws, no less £
than her literature and science, constitute 0
the glory of a nation and render her intlu- n
ence lasting. This is particularly illustrated a
in the case of Home, immortalized certainly u
not less by her laws than her letters or her a
arms. Hence the sages, the jurists, nnd the "

statesmen of nil ages since .fustiniiui, hare t
dwelt with delight and admiration upon the n
excellencies ami beauties of Homan jurispru- a
dence. Of the civil law, Chanceller Kent j|
eloquently says: "It was created anil ma- u
tured on the hanks of the Tiber bv the sue- j
cessivc wisdom of Homau statesmen, niagis- r
trates, and sages ; and after governing the f,
greatest people in the ancient world for the p
space of thirteen or fourteen centuries, nnd 0
undergoing extraordinary vicissitudes of the h
fall of Hie Western Empire, it was revived, a
admired, and studied inSnndern Europe on ),
account of the variety and excellence of its tl
general principles. It is now taught and 0
obeyed not only in France, Spain, Germany, ji
Holland, and Scotland, hut iu the islands of j,
the Indian Ocean, and on the banks of the t
Mississippi and the. St. Lawrence. So true, c
it seems,are the words of D'Augesseau, that u
"the grand destinies of Home are not yet ae- a
complished ; she reigns throughout the world c
by her reason, after having ceased to reign <.

1.,... . i3 . -.HIO me I« Ill UllUUgll .
which she here reigns, in the reason of her
law. a
This is no more interesting to the pbilan- t

thropist than to the patriot to trace the <3ihanges which have been made during the glast decade in our legislation and law. Nor e
.r. there anything in these changes to cause 0
regret or four to the wise and sagacious law- C
ver or statesman. This is particularly true psince in the changes made we essay no novel 0
experiments in legislation aud law, hut they w
are justified by principles drawn from the >fountains of oiir jurisprudence, the ltoinan, S'iv.l, and the Common I .aw. It has been /
truthfully stated that " the common law has c
made 110 distinction on account of race or tcolor. None is now made in England, nor \
in am other Christian country of Europe." t
Nor is there any such distinction made, to t]
my knowledge, in the whole body of the ci{..n.au Civil l.aw.| aAmong the changes that have lieeu wrought pui the law of our country, in the order of c
importance and dignity, 1 would mention, 1first, that slavery, abolished not hv State hut' <jnational euaetmeu'., can never again, in ihe ahistory of our country, he justified or de- ctended on the ground that it is a municipal c
institution the creature ofState law. llcu.etortli,as our emancipation has been decreed uh\ national declaration, our freedom is cshielded and protected by the strong arm of t
national law. fio where we mat, now, like jthe atmosplicre about us, law protects us in a
our locotnotiou, our utterance, aud our pur- c
suit of happiness, and to this leading and lilundametital fact of the law, the Jicople, audthe various States of the Union arc adjust- >1
ug ihemselves with grace and wisdom. It jwould be dirticult to lind a sane man in our 1
country who would seriously advocate the cshiogation of the thirteenth amendment of *the Constitution. i j

lu our emancipation, it is fixed by law that *
the place where we are born is, ipso facto, |ur country, ami this gives us doinicil.a r
noiur. A* in slavery w e hail ho self-owner- *
'hip, nor interest iu anything external to Jnursches, »o wo were without country and Jsettlement. While slavery existed, Je\eu the free colored American waa in no 1
better condition, wud hence exhortation, '
prompted in many instance* by considerutioiih of philanthrophv and good-will, were Pnot infrequently made to him to leave bia *
native laud, to aeek residence and home *titew here in distant and inhospitable region*. cThese exhortations did not always pass un- 1H heeded, for eventually a national organixa- 1H tloo was funned, having for its sole purposethe transportation to Africa of such colored ti!*tu us might desire to leave the land of t'<*: birth to had settlement iu that country. aH An , though the influence of the African t'"''Euatiou fcireiety not a few, even of our t»i'cst cu.^^Uc euUerPriatng1induatrioua, and t-J-e coio^t man, uot to maation thousands tof the hunfc>tr class, have beam carried I
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thread. It maybe that in the Providence
>f God these persons, self-expatriated, maytare been instrumental in building up a
expectable and promising Government in
.Iberia ; and that those who have supported
he Colonization Society have been philanhropirallydisposed, both as regards the
lass transported and the native African. It
s still true, however, that the emancipatedAmerican has hithetto been driven, or cornidledto consent to expatriation, because
lenied legal home and settlement in the land
if his nativity. Kxpatriation is no longer
hus compelled, for it is now settled in the
sw, with tespect to the colored as well as
11 other native-born Americans, that the
ountry of his birth, even this l>cautiful and
oodly land, is hit country. Xothing, thcre>re,appertaining to it, its rich and inex-1
austihle resources, its industry and com-j
terce, its education and religion, its law and
ovemment, the glory and perpetuity of its
ee institutions and"union, can be without
vely and permanent interest to him as to
II others who either by birth or adoption
igitimately claim it as their country. With
mancipation, then, comes also that which
dearer to the true patriot t ion life itself.

'inintry and Home ; and this doctrine of the
iw in the broad and comprehensive applica-
on explained, is now accepted without
prions objection by leading jurist and states-
inn.
The law has also determined, and to our

dvnntage, that nativity, without any regard
> nationality or complexion, settles ubso-j
itelv the question of citizenship. One can

ardiy understand how citizenship, predi-1
sited upon birth, could have ever found
lace among the vexed questions of the law,
ertainly American law. Wc have only to
pun, However, inp outrun opinions given n\
ailing and representative American lawyersin slaveholding times to gain full kuowidgeof the existence of this fact. Ac.-ordlgto tliese opinions, our color, race, degraation,all, or either, rendered the colored
inicricaii incnpable of being or beconn.ig a
itizen of the United States.
As early as November 7, 1821, during

be official term of President Monroe, the
Ion. Wni. Wirt, of Virginia, then arti ig as
ittorney Genernl of the United Stnt-v, in
nswer to the question propounded by tlic
ecretary of the Treasury : "whether free
ersons of color are, in Virginia, citizen of
lie United States within the intent and in aulgof the acts regulating foreign and coastigtrade, so as to he qualified to command
essals," replied saying, among other things,
'Free negroes and mulattoes can satisfy the
equisitions of nge and residence as well as
lie white man ; nnd if nativity, residence
nd allegiance combined, (without the lights
nd privileges of a white man) are sufficient
a make him a citizen of the United States
i the sense of the Constitution, then free
egroes and mulattoes are eligible to those
igh offices (of President, Senntor or llepreentative)nnd may command the purse and
word of the nation." After able and claboiteargument to show that nativity in the
ase of the colored American does not give
itizensliip according to the meaning of the
'onstitution of the i'nited States, Mr. Wirt
oncludes his opinion in these words : "Upnthe whole 1 am of the opinion that free
ersons of color in Virginia are not citizens
f the United States within the meaning and
ntcnt of the acts regulating foreign and
ousting trade, so as to he qualified to mmlandvessels."
This subject was further discussed iu 1848,
hen Hon. Joseph Spencer, then Secretary
f the Treasury, submitted to Hon. II. S.
.egarC, Attorney General of tlic United
tates, in behalf of the Commission of the
eneral Land Office, with request that his
pinion be given thereon, "whether a free
nan of color, in the case presented, can be
dmitted to the privileges of a preemptionor
mder the act of September 4th, 1841." In
nswering this question Mr. I.egari4 held:
'It is not necessary, in my view of the mater,to discuss the question how far a free
nan of color may be a citizen in the highest
ense of that word.that is, one who enjoys
n the fullest manner all the jura ciritatis
tider the constitution of the United States,
t is the plain meaning of the act to giro the
ight of preemption to all denizens ; any
ireigner who had filed his declararion of inentionto become a citizen is rendered at
nee capable of holding land." Continuing,
e says : "Xow, free people of color are not
liens ; they enjoy universally (while there
as been no express statutory provision to
lie contrary) the rights of denizens." This
pin ion ofthe learned AttorneyGeneral, while
t admits the free man of color to the privi-
eges of a pref-mptioner under the act men-'
ioned, places him, legally, in n nondescriptonditiou, erroneously assuming, as we clearlynderstand to-day, that there are degreesnd grades of American citizenship. These
pinions accord with the dicta of the Dred
icott decision, of which we have lively remembrance.
Hut a change was wrought in the feelingnd conviction of our country as indicated in

he election of Abraham Lincoln President
,f <t.o TTnita.l n- .1 MuL 1--.

eptcmber, 1852, ho issued his preliminary
mancipation proclamation. On the 20tli (layf the following November, Salmon 1».
'hnse, the Secretary of the Treasury, pro-1ounded to Edward Hates, the Attorney!iencral, the same question, in substance,;hieh has been put in 1821 to Wm. Wirt,
iz : "Are colored men citizens of the United
tates, and therefore competent to command
American vessels." The reasoning and coulusionreached by Edward llaies were ouirelydifferent from those of his predecessor,V'ui. Wirt. Nor does Edward llates leave
he colored American in the anomalous con-;lition of a " denizen." In his masterly and
xhaustivc opinion, creditable alike to his
ibili»y and learning, his patriotism and
ihilanthropy, he maintains that "free men of
olor, if bom In the United States, are citien»of the United States ; and if othci wise
lualiflcd, nro competent, according to the
cts of Congress, to be roasters of vessels
ngaged in the coastiug trade." In the
ourse of his argument he says :
1. "In every civilized country the individ-

lal is nous to duties and rights.the dutyif allegiance and the right to protection, and
hgse arc correlative obligations, the one the
trice of the other, and they constitute the
dl-sutHcient bond of union between the inlividualand his country ; and tho eountrv
ic is born in is, prima facie, his country."2. "And our Constitution in speaking of
Mtural born citizens uses no affirmative languageto make them such, but only reeog-lizes aud reaffirms the universal principle,
ommon to all nations, and as old as ]>olilicai
, .(.(, 11.. < !,. 1.

uuiu iu n tuuutry
lo constitute the nation, and, ax individuals,
ire natural members of the body politic."
3. "In the United States it is too late

low to deny the political rights and oblivionsconferred and imposed by nativity, for
mr laws do not pretend to create or enact
hem, but do assume and recognize them us
hinge known to all men, because prefcxisentand natural, and therefore things of
rhkh the laws must take cognizance."
4. It is strenuously insisted by some that,

lersons of color, though born in the country,'
re not capable of being citizens of the
'nited States. As far as the Constitution is
oncerned this is a naked assumption; for
he Constitution contains not one word upon
he subject."
6. "There are some who, abandoning the

intenable objection of color, still contend
hat no person descended from atgroet of the
tfiica race, can be a citizen of the United
itates Here the objection is not color, but.
ace only. " * * The Constitution cerainljrdoes not forbid it, bat is silent about
ace as It is aboot color."
t "But It Is said that African negroes are |
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a degraded race, and that all who are taiuted
with that degradation are forever disqualified ai
for the function* of citizenship. I can hardly is
comprehend the thought of the absolute pincompatibility of degradation and citizen- p<ship. I thought that they often went ai
together." j ct

7. "Our nationality was created, and our cl
political government exists, by written law ; ci
and inasmuch as that law does not exclude m
persons of that descent, and as its terms are fu
manifestly broad enough to include them, it ci
follows, inevitably, that such persons, born d<
in the country, must be citizens, unless the
fact of African descent be so incompatible re
with the fact of citizenship that the two can- ti<
not be together." ; p<When it is recollected that these broad ill
propositions with regard to citizenship pre- ot
dialled upon nativity and in the case of free ot
colored men, were enunciated prior to the th
first day of January, lHfi.3, before etnancipa- li'
tion, before even the thirteenth amendment A
to the Constitution was adopted ; when the co
law stood precisely as it was, when Wirt and th
J.egare gave their opinions, it must be con-
ceded that Hates was not only thoroughly, j dirend in the laiv. but hold and snmPlnru
For tlic.se propositions have all passed, or

through the fourteenth amendment, into the I
Constitution of the I'nited States, and are sr
sustained by a wise and well-defined public ec
judgment. ea
With freedom decreed bv law, citizenship ni

sanctioned nnd sustained thereby, the duty ai
of allegiance on the one part and the right cc
of protection on the other, recognized and co
enforced, even if considerations of political
necessity had not intervened, the gift of the fo
ballot to the colored American could not c\
have ber n long delayed. The fifteenth so
amendment is the logical and legal couse- In
qucncc of the thirteenth nnd fourteenth in
amendments of the Constitution. Oonsid- pi
orations of jiolitical necessity, as indicated, so
no doubt hastened the adoption of this wi
amendment. But in the progress of legal ca
development in our country consequent upou th
the triumph of the abolition movement, its
coming was inevitable. And therefore, as ca
its legal necessity, as well as political, is m
recognized and admitted, opposition to it co
has well-nigh disappeared. Indeed, so far uc
from ttiere being anything like general and m
organized opposition to the exercise of politi- nr
cnl powers by the enfranchised American, tic
the people accept it as a lit and natural in
fact. co

(ircut us the change has been with regard he
to the legal status of the colored American, th
his freedom, his enfranchisement, aiid the cl
exercise of political powers, he is not yet st;
given the full exercise and enjoyment of all of
the rights which appertain by law to Ameri- ce
can citizenship. Such as are still denied him re
are withheld on the plea that their recogni- irt
tion would result in social equality; vt
and his demand for them is met by ar
considerations derived from individual and ut
domestic opjiosition. Sucli reasoning is so
no more destitute of logic than law. th
While I hold that opinion sound which as
docs not accept mere prejudice and caprice in
instead of the promptings of nature, guided in
by cultivated taste and wise judgment as the gr
true basis of social recognition, nnd believ- W
ing, too, that in a Christian community social ti<
recognition may justly be pronounced a duty, ni
I would not deal in tiiis discussion with mat- at
ters of society. I would justify the claim of qi
the colored American to complete equality at
of rights and privileges, upon well con- ja
smereu ana accepted principles ol law. m
As showing the condition and treatment of in

the colored citizens of this country, anterior at
to the introduction of the civil rights bill, so- b<
called, into the United States Senate by the gi
Hon. Chas. Sumner, I ask your attention to ai
the following words from a letter written by sc
him: la
"1 wish a bill carefully drawn, supple- W

mentary to the existing Civil Rights I.aws, by tl
which all citizens shall be protected in equal cs
rights: ai

1. On railroads, steamboats, and public b;
conveyances, being public carriers. m

2. At all houses in the nature of "inns." ai
3. All licensed houses of public amuse- ri

ment.
4. At all common schools. pi
"Can you do this? I would follow as ts

much as possible the language of the existing al
Civil Rigiits I.aw, and make the new bill sup- ol
plementary." I e:

It will be seen from this very clear and or
definite statement of the Senator, that in his M
judgment, in spite of, and contrary to com- ti
moil law rules applied in the case, certainly, bi
of all others, and recognized as fully settled,
me i-uiuicu niiicn was uenieu inese accoin- i<

modations, facilities, advantages, and privi- t..
leges furnished ordinarily by common car- w
riers, inkecpers, at public places of amuse- fo
ment, and common schools, and which are hi
so indispensable to rational and useful enjoy- fii
ment of life, tbat without them citizenship w
itself loses much of its value, and liberty tl
seems little more than n name. pi
The juridical axiom "omnes homines aquales ai

sunt" is said to have been given the world by b;
the juris consults of the Antoninc era. From
the Komau the French people inherited this tc
legal sentiment, and through the learning, the 01
wisdom and patriotism of Thomas Jefferson te
and his revolutionary compatriots, it was in
made the chief rorner-stone of our jurispru- a<
dence and politics. ni

In considering the injustice done the col- tl
ored American in denying him common
school advantages, on general and equal is
terms with all others, impartial treatment in w
the conveyances of common carriers, by sea e<
and land, and the enjoyment of the usual tc
accomodation afforded travellers, at public hi
inns, and in vindicating his claim to the
same, it is well to bear in mind this funda- la
mental and immutable principle upon which tc
the fathers built, auu in the light of which CI
our lnw ought to be construed and cuforced. ol
This observation lias a special siguificance as di
regards the obligations and liabilities of tr
common carriers and iua-kecpers; for, from el
the civil law we have borrowed these piinci- i!
pies largely which have controlling force in in
respect to these subjects.

It is manifest in view of this statement, a
that the law with regard to these topics is g]neither novel nor unsettled; and when the a>
colored American asks its due enforcement g<
in bis behalf, he makes 110 unnatural and ol
strange demand. ! tl
Denied generally equal school advantages, (t

the colored citizen demands them in the n<
name of that equality of rights and privi- m
leges which is the vital element of American al
law. Equal in freedom sustained by law; d<
equal in citizenship defined and supported by jt
law; equal in the exercise of political tl
powers regulated and sanctioned by law, by w
what refinement of reasoning, or" tenet of jx
law can the denial of common schools and ti
other educational advantages be justified ? tl
To answer the "so readeth the "statute," is di

only to drive us back of the letter, to the ai
reasonableness, the soul of law, in the name «,
of which we would, as we do, demand the bi
repeal of that enactment which is not only in
not law, but contrary to its simplest require- p
ments. It may be true that that which c<
ought to be law 19 not always so written ; tl
but in this matter that only ought to remain t«
upon the statuta book, to be enforced as to
citizens and voters, which is law in the y
truest and best sense. ; ol
Without dwelling upon the advantages of *

a thorough common-school education, I will ol
content myself by offering several considera- w

tions against the proscriptive, and in favor w
of the common school. ol
A common school should he one to which ct

all citizens may send their children, not by c<

favor, bat by right. It Is established and e

supported by the Government; its criterion tt
is a public foundation; and one citizen has 0
as rightftd claim upon its prirUagM and U
advantages, as any other. Iff
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The money set apart to iu organization
nd support, whatever the source whence it 1
drawn, whether from taxation or appro- t

nation, having been dedicated to the jablic use, belongs as much to oue as to
other citizen; and no principle of law c

in be adduced to justify any arbitrary e
lassifiaation which excludes the child ot any t
tizen or class of citizens from equal enjoy- i
ient of the advantages purchased by such t
ind, it being the common property of every s
tizen, equally, by reason of its public pdication. a
Schools which tend to separate the ihild- t
n of the country in their feelings, asptra- h
ons and purposes; which foster and r
?rpetuate sentiments of caste, hatred and a
!-will; which breed a sense of degradation w
1 the one part, and of superiority on the a
her, which beget clannish notions, rather o
lan teach and impress as omnipresent and o
ling principle and faith, that ire are all ft
meriran*, in no wise realize our ideal of
mmon schools, while they are contrary to
ie spirit of our laws and institutions. j,
Two separate school systems, tolerating
scriminations in favor of one class, againstinther, inflating on the ono part, degrading '
1 the other.two separate school systems,
say, tolerating such slate of feeling and
ntiment on the part of the classes instruct- 11

respectively in accordance therewith, n
nnot educate these classes to live hanno- s

ously together, meeting the responsibilities
id discharging the duties imposed by a 0
nnnon government in the interest of 3 >'
uiiiiuu country. »

The object of the common school is two- j 1
Id. In the first place it should bring to a

ery child, especially the p>oor child, a rea- T
nable degree of elementary education, n

the second place, it should furnish a com- I1
on education, one similar and equal to all
ipils attending it. Thus furnished, our v

ns enter upon business or professional *

alks with an equal start in life. Such edit- 'Jtion the Government owes to all classes of
c people.
The obligations and liabilities of a common
rrier of passengers, can in no sense be jtade dependent upon the nationality or1 0lor of those with whom be deals, lie may s(
it, according to law, answer bis engage- aL-nts to one class and justify noil-perform- L,
ice or neglect as to another by consider.i- f,
his drawn from race. I lis contract isorig- yally and fundamentally with the entire nmmunity, and with all its members lie is f,lid to equal and impartial obligation. On
is subject the rules of law are definite, q
ear, nud satisfactory. These rules may be jated concisely, as follows: It is the duty |,the common carrier of passengers to re-; jive all persons applying, and who do not j,fuse to obey any reasonable regulation s|iposed, who are not guilty of gross and
ilgar habits of conduct, whose characters
e not doubtful, dissolute, or suspicious, or
lequivocally bad; and whose object in '
eking conveyance is not to interfere with l'
le interests or patronage of the carrier so
to make his business less lucrative. And h
the second place common carriers may not "

ipose upon passengers oppressive and! 0

ossly unreasonable orders and regulations. I- ^
'ere there doubt iu regard to the obliga-1 1
ins of common carriers as indicated, the »
ithorities are abundant, and might be quoted a

large. Here, however, I need not make r
lotations. The only question which can s

isc, as between myself and any intelligent b
wjer, is as to whether the regulation, made 1
f common carriers of passengers generally "

this country, by which white passengers 0
id colored ones are separated on steam- i
lata, railroad cars, nnd stage coaches,
eatly to the disadvantage, inconvenience
id dissatisfaction of the latter class, is rea- sinable. As to thh question, I leave such .
wyer to the books and his own conscience. rre have advanced so far on this subject in tlought, feeling, and purpose that the day c
innot bo distant when there will be found c
nong us no one to justify such regulations a
y common carriers, and when they will be cade to adjust themselves in their orders jid regulations with regard thereto to the j
lies of the common law. j rThe grievance of the colored citizen in this (
irucumi is iiviuier imaginary norreniunon- |il. Ilis experience of sadness and pain v
[tests its reality, and the awakening sense t' the people generally as discovered in their
ipressions, the decisions of several of our c
>urts, and the recent legislation of a few j
tales "how that this particular discrimina- i
on, inequitable as it is illegal, cannot long c
5 tolerated in any section of our country. cTiie law with regard to inn-keepers is not
>s explicit and rigid. They are not allowed H

. accommodate, or refuse to accommodate, ]ayfaring persons according to their own
olish prejudices, or the senseless and cruel '
itred of their guests. Their duties are de- 1

aed in the following language.the very 1
ords of the law; "Inns were allowed for' f
le benefit of travelers who have certain j'-ivileges whilst they are in their journeys, 11

id are in a more peculiar manner protected I
r law.
"If one who keeps a common inn refuses t

> receive a traveler as a guest into his house, f
to find him victuals or lodging upon his J

ndcring a reasonable price for the same, the *

n-keeper is liable to render damages ill an c

ition at the suit of the party grieved, and f

av also he indicted and fined at the suit of '

le king."
"An inn-keeper, if he lias suitable room,
not at liberty to refuse to receive a guest r
ho is ready and able to |*y him a suitable t
impcusation. On the coutrary, lie is hound .

> receive him ; and if, upon false pretenses, {
s refuses, he is liable to au action." {These are doctrines as old as the common t
,w itself; indeed older, for they come down 2
i us from Gaius and I'apinian. All dis- ,

iminations made therefore by the keeper*" public houses in the nature of inns, to the '

sadvantage of the colored citizen, arid cuuaryto the usual treatment accorded travers,is not only wrong morally, but utterly
legal. To this judgment the public mind
lust soon come.

Had I the time, and were it not too great
trespass upon your patience,.I should he
lad to speak of the injustice aud illegality,
i well as inhumanity of our exclusion, in1
)me localities, from the jury, public places
f learning and amusement, the church and
le cemetery. I will only say, however,
md in this statement I claim the instincts,
ot less than the well-formed judgment of
lankind in our behalf,) that such exclusion
t least seems remarkable and is difficult of:
sfense, upon any considerations ol human

y,law, or Christianity. Such exclusion is J
ie more remarkable and indefensible since
e are fellow-citizens, wielding like political
jwere, eligible to the same high official poei-,
one, responsible to the same degree and in
>e same manner for the discharge of the
uties they impose, interested in the progress
ad civilization of a common country, and
axious, like all others, that its destiny may
e glorious and matchless. It is strange,
ideed, that the colored American may find
lace in the Senate, but is denied and welauieto the public place of learning, the '

leatre, the church, and the graveyard upon
<rms accorded to all others. i
But, Mr. President and friends of Xew i
"ork, you rejoice to-day not in the prospect! i
f an improving public sentiment which will 1
on hririff tn vrm the ptprriup And fininvmant 1

t the ri^bu, privileges, and advantages upon
hich I have dwelt. You rejoice iu the possesionof a lew, additional to any doctrines
f the common lew.however generally acspted.whichgive* end guarantees to every
Mored citizen of this Empire State (and
very colored citizen sojourner thereof it is
> he hoped) full equality before the law.
n this rich and invaluable possession under
m law, allow me to tender you cordial coo-1
ratulations ; and in the new life upon which

»9 - *

fALl
ZEN.
ST 7, 1873

rou now anter as citizens anJ equals un.ier
S'ew York law. sensible of the rnsponsibili-
aes and duties that rest upon you. Jet me bid
rou a hearty God speed,

I cannot dose ray remarks, however, withoutexpressing the hope that, having achieved
quality before the law in your own State,
ou will not forget the sympathy and co 'persionwhich may be justly claimed of you, in
he effort now being made to secure the nas

aireof that national civil rights bill, whose
hiteraitv belongs to Hon. Chas. Sumner,
nd whose enactment will not more cerainlycrown with the most enduring glorylis senatorial labors in behalf of the colored
ace, than redowned to the lasting honor,
nd welfare of the country. For thus, as a
rise and united people we adopt in our law
nd its application, indeed the principles of
ur Declaration of Independence, the rock of,
ur foundation, under God, sure and steadist.

speech of C olonel Hughes
o trcrptlng the domination for Gtvunur

of the Stat* of Virginia.

ft . President
awl Gentlemen of the Contention:

I congratulate the convention on the liar-
tony of its action, and the unanimity of its
ominations. They are the^ure guaranty of
uceess in the election at hand.
I present myself before you for the purpose

f announcing my acceptance of the honor
on have done me. There can l>e no higher
spiration in the bosom of a Virginia man
ban to bo the Governor of our venerable
nd beloved Commonwealth. I tender my
rofound gratitude for the support, which this
oble body pledges to me, of the Republican
arty of Virginia. I thank every member of
he convention for the generous confidence
rhich their unanimous nomination implies,
t shall be my study to deserve to succeed
1 the canvass before? us, and, with your corialsupport, I mean to succeed.

OURS IS THE NATIONAI. FLAG.
The dag of the Republican party is the
ag of the nation. Abroad it is the symbol
fa continental government conducted with
access and renown upon the basis of liberty
mi equal rights to an. At nome it is the
aililcin of national supremacy founded in
atcrnity between races and sections.
IThether floating over a national army or a
ational party, it is, under God, the talisman
f victory.
Virginia ha* a joint inheritance in this
ag with the proudest States in the Union,
rejoice that it is hers again; consecrated
y glorious traditions in all its added prestige,
am proud that it floats again supremely
onored over the length and breadth of her
acred soil.

NATION OK SUCTION.
It wua the faith of Washington, Franklin,

eil'erson ; it was the faith of the fathers of
tie republic, that the American Union was
rod-nrdained and Ood-uphcld. The whole
enor of American history teaches the same
ispiring truth ; and the incidents and results
f the great civil war confirm the gracious
tel. We, therefore, who plead for loyalty
» the nation and friendship between races
nd sections; we, who deprecate the hatreds
nd prejudices which have brought so much
uin upon the country, we have the conciousnessthat our cause is not only right,
ut sacred. We know that it is upheld by
hat 1'ower to which the father of his country
scribed the establishment and sustainment
f the National Union.
HK NATION'S t I.A1M Til I.OVAf. HKVKRKNf'K.
Our great party dpes right in cultivating

entiments of affectionate reverenae for the
lation of which we art part. The nation is
lot a machine contrived by human inven-
ion to he remodelled and taken apart ao-

ording to the caprices of men. It is an
irganism and growth. It has life, purposes,
ispirations. It has moral relations with its
livine Head and its constituent members,
t has religious as well as civil claims to the
lomage and allegiance of its citizens. It is
lot a subject for theories, but an object for
he affections. It is not merely a power to
>e obeyed, but a divinely given parent,
votthy of an unquestioning duty anil afi'ecion.
As children of the nation, our fellow

itizens of all classes and localities are our
irethren in the bonds of a common C hristian
oyalty; and all races and sections of a vast
ontinent are harmonized on the lilial basis
if a common patriotism.
iFOTIONAI.rS.V DESTROYS, NATIONALISM

BUILDS l'P.

When we look around us, we need not to
>e told that the spirit of sectionalism engen-!
lers distraction, hatred, and material and
lolitical decay ; that the spirit of nationalism
larmonizes, builds up, and prospers. Hatred,
ntolerance, and proscriptiveness are not
unoug the characteristics of the national
larty of the State or country. They are
ittributes which our political adversaries
uonopolize, and which constitute their plat-
orm and tactics. Let the American citizen
isk himself whether the divine favor has been
hown to the nation or the section in the
areer of the American people, nnd the
tnswer will leave no room for doubt of his
luty as a Christian patriot.

THE REPUBLICAN EI.AD.
The flag under which our party rallies repesentsthe national idea. It" typifies all

hat is glorious in our career, all that is exlandedin our patriotism, ali that is hojieful
n our destiny as a people. It repels no,
:lass, no creed, no race, no section; but
ittracta all in the bonds of a fraternal eiti-'
lenship and a common nationality, flood
vill, toleration, fraternity, are the attributes
if the party which rallies under its folds,
rhe opposite are the qualities of the party
vhich hat< s and spurns it.
The Hepublicans of Virginia will prove by

heir firm support of national principles,
aider malignant abuse and vindictive assault,
hat thev are wi rthv exponents of that
rational cause which in peace, ar.d worthy
ustodians of that national fiag which is
emblematic of the amenities and glories of
his great union of sections, States, and races
n one people,

TIIK ltr.HLlJI.ICA.> I'LATHOKM.
The platform of our party is as sound as its

lag is sacred. It embodies great principles
vhich are the guaraiity at once of local peace
tnd thrift, and of national harmony and
florr. I thank God that he has put it into
he hearts of the American people to adopt
he three amendments of the national conititiitinnwhich etnhrnlv !i»c tirincinlc* <»f f»ur

jarty. One of these amendments gives libsrtyto all men in the land. Another given
:itizensliip. The third insure* equality of
avil rights to all cilizens in every Mate of
.lie Union. Theae measures simple, comprehensive,thorough.were intended to sellsthe angry controversy of thirty years'
Juration, concerning the re la.ions of the
white and black races.

rtlB QUESTION or KACM WISELY SETTLED.

They do sjsttle these relations on the endurngbasis of equal rights under the law for
til. Xo evil to the material interests of the
ountry has attended their adoption, iiut
the noble fact is developed that the colored
laborer* of the .South produce as large crops
A the great staples of cotton and tobacco in
s state of liberty aa they did In a state of
bondage. This fact settlea the whole questionor reconstruction. When we look hack

Kthe prejudices of blood, of locality, and
ititutions which surrounded the subject

i dozen years ago, and realize that Its difficultieshave been courageously met, effectuallyovercome, and permanently rsmovsd,
we cannot fail to recognize in the fact another
miraculous Intervention of that good genius

mA
n Tfftr In H<lTKno»

C» I'opiM

of the republic * he controls til the events of
our history for the nations! goo*)

But there is a cla»« in the Unit »h rel>el
against this settlement, and have inauiruratedin this Mate a political campaign on the
basis of hostility to it. Their etlorts are
vain. Tlte settlement cannot be disturbed ;
for it is the miraculous work of a higher
power than man Xor will the people allow
it to he upturned ; for they see the benignity
itii'i wisuoni wmcii iu-piren it; mev nifi
ence it rs the work of Providence ; and theycherish it as, under (»od, owning to our

threat, prosperous, and happy country a destinysuch as never before was vouchsafed to
any nation.
THB COXSKRV.STIVK PLAN oh CAWPAIoN

Is that of antagonizing the two races
which have lived so long in peace togethei
on the same soil, and which ha\e greater
reason now for mutual respect, kindliness,
and trust than ever before. Our a iversaries
have set out in this campaign.wh ch occurs
at a time w hen ail classes and inter sta of the
State should concert together for th common

good.on the line of hatred, intolerinee, and
procsription toward the negro c:t sen, and
those who unite with him in supp.sting the
noble principles of the Republican |arty.
WK A ItK NOT TO OISCISS lit 1-rioN- Ot

STATK POLICY.
We are not to consider which ;.utyhus

given relief to the people, and w i. h other
has lieapeil oppression upon the -uttering
classes. We are not to emjuire whether
help can be obtained from < ongre -s tor our
school system, and what party i- iu»»t likely
to secure that help. We are not to ask
whether the completion of the canal will be
undertaken by the National tiovcrnment,
and what party has control of that govern-
lut'iii. »» t- nil- noi i» i-injuirt wiiicn jmriv
is fur educating the children of the (ample,
and which opposed to it; which party is for
elevating the laboring man, and which for
degrading him ; which party is for teaching
him the duties of citizenship, giv i g hiui a
liome wliich nothing can turn him out of, and
by these and other means attaching the
laboring class to our State, and preventing
it, by moving oft', from reducing us to that
worst of all conditions of helpless dei line
the absence of labor.
We arc to consider none of these practical

questions, but our opponents leave opened
tbe campaign with the imbecile preteu .o that
the State is in danger of falling under negro
control; and with the unworthy cry '"Virginiafor white Virginians."
1ivpockisv of tiik coxskhvatlvt; i'ltkten.sk.

1. The pretense is grossly hypocritical.
Those who make it have no fear of negro
ascendancy. As rational men it is impossiblethat they can entertain such an apprehension.The whites in the State are 712,000
in number, and the colored people only
512,000. The whites have, according to the
full registration of 18C0, 150,000 voters; while
tho blacks have only 120,000. The whites
have practical majorities in GO counties of the
.State, the blacks in only 40 counties. Tho
Conservatives have cheated the colored peopleout of even their rightful strength by an

outrageous gerrymander. To 25 counties
having 171,141 people chiefly white are given
25 delegates in the General Assembly, while
to 25 other counties having 307,804 people,
chiefly black, are given only 25 delegates.
The Conservatives have so contrived as to
require an average voting population of
35,500 in the Republican Senatorial Districts,
while a voting population of only 21,015 is
required in tho Conservative Senatorial Districts.These disgraceful contrivances and
pnlpable facts explode the pretense that
Virginia is in danger of falling under negro
rule, and expose the hypocrisy of those who
make it. It is notorious that at least 40,000
colored voters are kept from the polls chiefly
bv fraud and duress; and tho Republican
party could not go into a canvass with any
hope of success, without the assurance of at
least one-third or the white vote.

IT IS IXC'IIKI.SH AN.
2. This appeal to the prejudices of race is

unchristian. The spirit of Christianity
teaches that all mankind are of one brotherhood.Under the influence of this sublime
truth, slavery perished iu the old world,
wherever Christianity prevailed ; and under
this samo influence it has finally perished
here. There is a nemesis in the providences
of God ; and as an atonement for two hundredyears of servitude. He, who rules all
events to the ends of justice, has allowed
the African race reared on the soil to be incorporatedinto the body of American citizenship.Thus, the proclamation from on

high is, that the colored man is our fellow,
not only iu the bonds of a Christian brotherhood,but also in the bonds of patriotism
and citizenship. To incite, therefore, a conflictof one race against a brother race, is to
rebei again-, t the ordinations ofGod, to reject
the precepts of Christianity, and to curse the
land with the bitterest of all strifes, ami
fiercest of all antagonisms. There must he
peace between races for the sale, of the
rnutcriai and moral welfare of the Commonwealth,and.there can he no peace except by
the triumph of IP-publican principles.

IT IS A I'K.NlTKNTIAKY OKVKNSH.
This agitation against the colored populationis in flagrant violation of the act of

our General Assembly which condemns to the
penitentiary those "who incite the white
population of the state to make insurrectionby acts of violence or war ng dust the
colored population ; ami the reverse. What
violence can be more flagrant, short of i[>en
war. than the tierce incitement of whites
against blacks on political tjuestions, ami
bringing to U-ar for this purpose a the
machinery of in-illt and exasperation employedin a political campaign su< h a- that
which our opponents have inaugurated?

II I* I N-ritOVOKKll.
4. This clamor against the negro i« unjust

and unprovoked. His conduct has been such
as to deserve the coutidencc, friendship, and
(political support of the white man. In his
Ionic servitude of the two hundred years, no
such a thing as a negro insurrection at all
threatening to the stability of »psciety, was
ever known. Such a loyalty as his was to
the white man has had no parallel in the
history of human attaint. During the late civil
w ar, the fortunes of tire rehellion could have
beel/term: natcd at any time, ill a single day,
by an outbreak of the slaves. JJut the African
servant remained loyal to the condition in
which the law s of his country held him and
waited patiently for the oulv deliverance
which he would accept, the debterence of
the law. His freedom is not his own
achievement, for which we may visit ui>on
liini our resentment and vengeance. It" is

the ^'itt of I'owers sii|*rior to criticism and
clamor. He was guilty of no disloyalty in
a&|Utring it. Even now, he exercises Ins
legal and political rights with meekness and
reserve. In every instance in which he haa
been deprived by fraud, violence or threats
of Iris privilege of voting, (and they are

shamefully numerous/ not only is the otfense
punishable by indictment, but the law gives
him an action by civil suit for heavy damages.At United Stales Attorney I have
flen told colored men when they have consultedme about redress of the heavy money

penalty which the Knforrement Act allows
them.
bat I say to their honor, that although

there are hundreds of cases in this Judicial
district where suits would lie for heavy
damages on account nf election wrongs,
there has been no one in which an action
has been brought. They have rejected w.th
noble disclaim all ulan of pecuniary compensation.Tbev have demanded only the
protection of their .rights under the laws, ol
their country There has, In fact, been
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n.'th i)j iu their conduct to ustify the brutal
crusa Ic of whii h they are ma (ho victim*
They are the want* of the ( ommonwealtb.
They deserve the good othee* of nil her citi.ten*, and the hostility of no man nor c!i>i
nor partv. The only pretext on which th'j
crusade has ever been justified, has been the
unprovable alle^at.on that in I > .* some
su.tH.rv of them voted for retaining ;u the
">tate Constitution those claim s wh;eh t >ceervativesand other ltepubl.cans united .n

Voting out of it. Hut does it IV in the
mouth of the white man t uiiplain of proscription from the negro" I' r two hundred
years of their joint life on th:« continent, th
negro was deprived of liberty, suffrage, tic
right of education, and every . vil sigh
whatever, in l-t'.J he knew tii.it th lev
ing lasses iu Virginia were -.till opposed t
enjo ment of nil civil rights. He knew that
the | arty which pr ifeaaed t > hold the ohje. i
iona do clause of the constitution .a such
horror as app. cd to white men, were intensily hostile o negro sutfrage and ncgr.
otHc<-holJing with or without the test oath
If, tlierforc, th 1 majority of eolored voters
did vc-te for ret i ning the ohnoxicus clauses
from a fear .t Me tckitr nan'.- y t U'
might succeed t i deprive them o! all Iran
chisei, even of he right of voting, are the
Colin rvatives the men to condemn the act v

The voice of lie ivcnly charity pleads f,.i the
parih i of an oflense committed under itch
ilures .; and the registering angel in lie iven,
iu setting down this sin to their ehat s i!
drop a tear upoi the record.

ir IS I»EST ICTIVK Id TIIK iflli.

.*». I'his war upon an unotl?mling class of
citizc is is destructive to the Mate. Already
ims uriven awny wious.siii.is m *unnri
laborers lroni our lields and foresta: producinga loss which cannot tie supplied.
Wo have the b".-t laboring class in the

world, it is more etlieient, more tractable,
and i vte in sympathy with the employ in
class linn any other on the globe. Thcra
is hut otie objection to it, which is, that we
have t not in sufficient numbers to restore
nur iv etc lands, and reduce to cultivation
the wilderness which stretches out everywhere!'fore the eye. Our pla n interest is
to fostc this population ; to i;i\.- it lived and
happy homes; to ilucate its chihhen; and
by hein ourselves its friends, to make it oui
own fri< nils and a sistnnts in developing the
public prosperity. Our interest conspires «
witli our t luisti.il duty iu this impoitaut
behalf; and both i uite, with no! .mint voice,
in rrprohation of the fell spirit ol ru c-hatie.i
and men-warfare, which would convert nur
State into a pro ding ground of Ku Khtx
savages.
IT IS MK.VN, COW VKIlI.Y, ASl> IIt.lll l l.lol.

'ti. (icnerally, tl is crusade against the po
litical lights of t iu colored umu is mean,
cowaidlv, and reh llious. Consider the case
us it stands. Tin uegro mail has been with,
and of us, for two hundred years, lie has
been our servant, our friend, our fo-tei
brother. II« is here by the providence ol
Him who shapes the destinies of men mid
nations, lie is ineradicably planted lu re by
a I'ower that does nothing in vain, ami that
does all for the good of His people. The
government of the State recognize- In pi, ,

erics here, and provides for it hv law e.pml
in their purport as to this race ami ours.
The (fovernment of the nation recognizes l,is
presences hero as a right, and invests huu

[on this soil with the sucrud privileges of
Amerieau citizenship. Thus is Iu- planted
here on the granite foundations ol right,
justice, and equality, by two conturies' pie
serijition, and bvnli the traditions and on

lions of history, humanity, and law.
How brutal is this effort, therefore, to ai

ray the stronger clnss against him in the
bitterness, intolerance,and all unehniitable

essof partisan antagonism. It is a mean
and cowardly endeavor us between man aud
man. It is a degradation of the Virginia
character. It is a blot upon the fame of the
State. It is inhuman, dishonorable, aud
rebellious. None of the politicians who
make this issue presume to believe that the
luws of the country, giving full civil rights
to the colored race, can he changed. None
of them dare believe that the [govidcnce*
which brought the negro here and have ele
vated him to citizenship can be reversed
They do not, and dare not,assail the powers
really responsible for the civil equality of the
colored with the white man lint what it
the direction which the contumacy towards
(iod ami the country takes'.' They turn
upon the object of these uoblo benefaction,
the poor and submissive negro. Their revolt
against the laws of (<od ami uian takes th><
cowardly form ofpersecuting the humble liild
of toil. And to this unmanly persecution,
and this groveling programme, are the good
people of Virgini invited by our political
adversaries. I do not doubt or fear the
response which they will give to the insultinginvocation.
THK i'KiNr'ii'j.k* or inr. rtrio ui.k.a.v

CAKTi I.V A.S.SAII.A11I.K.

.Such are the sentiments of our great paily
on tllC leaning subjects i>| nuttonality ami
ritizrnrhip. Tlin are M-lf-e\iililill) juit

{anil till: Itepublicuu I'HltT cannot In- combatedon tli« score of its princij.les. The»e
arc unassailable. They Hreeinbotl'i-d 111 those
amendments of the National ( oiiitilution
which an; tin- latcs; expression of (hi: . lice

'> of the whole Ann-! can people. They ire

engrafted h|miii the law- ami lori-tiliitions ol
all the Matea. Tin y stand in the supreme
decree Ol" the people ol the I nited Mati >.

They ure made part of the cunacience of the
people if every state. They are fixed, un

chatiiieit.de, eternnl fai ls.
Even our jailitli.nl adversaries have ten

dered tlieni the homage of ti. n aj'j Io> it hy
having "accepted" tln-tii in 1 or, iind h>
having stolen arid promulgated them t. If
own in 1*7i.
As political jatrties derive their 'h i,'

not their only merit from the prineijdus wh h
they honmtly maintain, it would seem thai
the Republican party had conclusive r glit to
the support of the Virginia people, who."
ancient motto, through many glorious year
was, "princijile*, not u..n."

HOW ABOUT lis MKMiiKIMIIII'.
ftnt our jiolitical Rdversui.es, at laiilt ri

finding any legitimate ohjei tion to th lie
publican party, make opposition 'o i.s 011 a

somewhat Ustidi' us ground. Their ohV
tion is to the pertonnrJ of our organization
Their indictment against our party i-, that o

is composed of ignorant negroes and riooualites,whom they all carpet-baggers, sod
i the whites who 'tare to advocate Itejmhli u,

princi|iles in company with the colored
r people.

1MK < AKPKT*HA«m.KHT.
! have no apology for thou* ofli-

whoae only tenure of re»i«lw* in th* Stat*
kna tiAfifi fliwip t*nnr# fif tiff, » I iti jtip n f tli

ably, we ha<! too uiauv of this sort during Ibe
period of reconstruction. Hut they are gone,
and those Don-natives wh> lamam r.ghtlj
claim to have become acclimatized arid aoir.
iciliated. They are able to plead the live
jears' blatute of f.uaJtatiou* to uv indict,merit which may lie brought against them tor
vagrancy And, an Virg.maris, we are bound
to sustain the plea. For we ourselves are

the mint universal carpet-baggers m the
known world. (Hir best young men have
gone abroad since tin: war in search of coi'ploymcut, and by no people have they been
received with a more generous hospitality
than by the people of the North, to whom
they have borne letter* of introduction from
our much-abused carpet-baggers at home.
If we look as far North as tiostou, we shah
find that an audacious carpet-bagg.ug Virginia*there has had himself elected to Congressfrom the very precincts of Faneu.l Hall
If we look .nto the Halls of Congress w*

CVnciaiioJ ;s Isi'd p3?».


